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ABSTRACT

The last decade has seen fast improvement in the field of automation. The main idea here is
to build a smart home device which can be used to control the home appliances
air conditioners, room heaters, television, refrigerator, dish washer, etc. via Bluetooth. We have
used Bluetooth and Android smart phone to develop a Smart Home. This technique is useful for
elderly and physically challenged
reaching near the switch board and control the switches can be supported by the present home
automation system which has a remote module that controls the appliances. The remote control
operation is achieved by a Smart Android OS Phone. We have presented the automated approach of
controlling the home appliances in a household that could ease the tasks of using the traditional
method of the switch. We have also added automatic street light control system
This system’s motive is to design and implement user friendly, reliable, compact, simple and low
cost android based smart home system.
Keyword: Arduino, Smart home, Android smart phone,

1. INTRODUCTION

Today most of the people uses smartphone and are interested in controlling everything through
smart phone. The concept of
degree of automatic control to certain electrical and electronics systems.
completely controlled by bluetooth and smart
the home appliances such as lights, fans, air conditioners, room heaters, television, refr
dish washer, etc. via Bluetooth.
friendly, reliable, simple and reduces wiring cost.

2. METHODOLOGY
3.
4. The main components in this system are Arduino Uno, Bluetooth module

module and Android application in the
diagram and circuit diagram
system. “Bluetooth controller” application
Bluetooth of that smart phone.

5.
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The last decade has seen fast improvement in the field of automation. The main idea here is
to build a smart home device which can be used to control the home appliances
air conditioners, room heaters, television, refrigerator, dish washer, etc. via Bluetooth. We have
used Bluetooth and Android smart phone to develop a Smart Home. This technique is useful for

physically challenged people. Thus their difficulty to handle the devices physically
reaching near the switch board and control the switches can be supported by the present home
automation system which has a remote module that controls the appliances. The remote control

hieved by a Smart Android OS Phone. We have presented the automated approach of
controlling the home appliances in a household that could ease the tasks of using the traditional
method of the switch. We have also added automatic street light control system
This system’s motive is to design and implement user friendly, reliable, compact, simple and low
cost android based smart home system.

Arduino, Smart home, Android smart phone, LDR, Bluetooth

people uses smartphone and are interested in controlling everything through
Smart Home reduces the manpower at home. Smart Home

degree of automatic control to certain electrical and electronics systems. The automation
completely controlled by bluetooth and smart phone. A smart home device can be used to control
the home appliances such as lights, fans, air conditioners, room heaters, television, refr

Bluetooth. It discusses a system that makes our home more
friendly, reliable, simple and reduces wiring cost.

The main components in this system are Arduino Uno, Bluetooth module, Power supply, Relay
application in the smart phone. Figure 1 and 2 respectively

of Smart Home System using Arduino. Arduino is the heart of this
system. “Bluetooth controller” application is to be opened in smart phone. And then

phone.

6. Figure 1. Block Diagram
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The last decade has seen fast improvement in the field of automation. The main idea here is
to build a smart home device which can be used to control the home appliances such as lights, fans,
air conditioners, room heaters, television, refrigerator, dish washer, etc. via Bluetooth. We have
used Bluetooth and Android smart phone to develop a Smart Home. This technique is useful for

Thus their difficulty to handle the devices physically
reaching near the switch board and control the switches can be supported by the present home
automation system which has a remote module that controls the appliances. The remote control

hieved by a Smart Android OS Phone. We have presented the automated approach of
controlling the home appliances in a household that could ease the tasks of using the traditional
method of the switch. We have also added automatic street light control system in our Smart Home.
This system’s motive is to design and implement user friendly, reliable, compact, simple and low

people uses smartphone and are interested in controlling everything through
Smart Home includes a

The automation process is
A smart home device can be used to control

the home appliances such as lights, fans, air conditioners, room heaters, television, refrigerator,
ystem that makes our home more cost effective, user
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7. Figure 2. Circuit Diagram

After that, pair that android smart phone with Bluetooth HC-05 module. After pairing set up
different keys for different appliances in the application. The image shown in figure 3 represents
the keys in the application and figure 4 represents the setup of the keys in the application.

After setting up the keys in the application we can turn ‘ON’ or ‘OFF’ appliances like lights,
fans, air conditioners, room heaters, television, refrigerator, dish washer, etc. We can turn ‘ON’ or
‘OFF’ appliances of a particular room while being present in another room.

For example, if “TV ON” key is pressed in the application, then the TV turns on. In the same
way we can control variety of appliances.
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Abstract

Looking back at the AIDS Crisis of the 1980s and 1990s in the United States, through the 

Michael Lassell, this paper presents an analogy between the past and present pandemics 

unleashed on modern life. Through the prism of these AIDS poems an attempt is made to 

illustrate the American history of the AIDS crisis. Akin to the present fears, extreme anxiety 

and xenophobia engendered by COVID-19, the AIDS pandemic too exploded with similar 

yet contrasting instances almost four decades ago. Through these poems an attempt is made 

to connect the condition of the urban gay male community along with the perspectives of the 

general population. Furthermore, the aim here is to disengage and strip off the social 

meanings and metaphors that accompanied AIDS so as to look at it as it ought to be seen. The 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic is also compared and contrasted with the AIDS crisis so as to 

frame a possible narrative for a world after this present health-care emergency.

Keywords: COVID-19, AIDS, HIV, AIDS Literature, AIDS Poetry, American literature, gay 

identity, homophobia

The COVID-19 (Coronavirus disease) pandemic has already altered the way we live 

our lives. The extensive lockdown, while necessary, has driven home the severity of this 

global health crisis. There have been a number of pandemics in the past, pandemics which 

have altered the course of human history. With the present paper, an attempt is made to study 

AIDS - Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome, one of the most horrific modern pandemics, 

history of AIDS, its early social meanings which have yet to leave the popular consciousness 

in the United States of America. The paper will compare the homophobia and fears 

engendered by the AIDS crisis in the 1980s and 1990s to the present xenophobia and anxiety 

born out of the present-day crisis. The urban gay male community will be the locus of this 

-à-

vis AIDS and homosexuality. The paper will also briefly dwell on the origin of AIDS with 

AIDS and its Metaphors.
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consequences of AIDS, do not directly include the Person with AIDS (PWA) as the major 

voices as a part of their respective narratives. While the former deals with the effect of AIDS, 

particularly its physical manifestations, on the mind of a medical intern, the latter presents a 

heterosexual man, an individual from the so-

midst of his gay brother dying with AIDS in a hospital (Stevenson 249). The narrators of both 

these poems are fascinatingly presented as almost passive observers, especially in case of 

se of the suffering of the young homosexual PWAs. These 

poems also reveal the stigmatized status of the male homosexual community in the United 

States of America since the early 1980s with the advent of the AIDS epidemic (Plummer 28, 

Shilts 138, Treichler 31). Temples and 

Fields Poems for Lost and Un-

Lost Boys. Both the poems were also anthologised in the 1989 collection Poets for Life: 

Seventy-Six Poets Respond to AIDS edited by Michael Klein.

Phillis Levin (b. 1954), the American poet, editor, translator and academician, is the 

recipient of the Ingram Merrill Award (1986), the Amy Lowell Poetry Travelling Scholarship 

(1999-2000), the Guggenheim Fellowship (2003), and the National Endowment for the Arts 

Fellowship (2007). She is the written five poetry collections: Temples and Fields (1988, 

The 

Afterimage (1995), Mercury (2001), May Day (2008), and Mr. Memory & Poems (2016). She 

is also the editor of The Penguin Book of Sonnet: 500 Years of a Classica Tradition in 

English (2001) (Phillis Levin). Born in 1947, Michael Lassell is an American poet, essayist, 

and editor best known for his 1985 volume Poems for Lost and Un-Lost Boys. He has written 

expansively on the theatre and GLBT studies. His other major works include Decade 

Dance (1990, The Hard Way (1994) The Name of Love: Classic Gay Love Poems (ed. 1995), 

and others. He is best known

Decade 

Dance
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literature which emerged as a response to the AIDS crisis. The function of these AIDS poem 

was to:

provide a historical record, commemorate the dead, console readers directly 

affected by HIV, encourage empathy from those not yet touched, rage 

against public mismanagement of the epidemic, and forge alternative 

narratives. (Landau 194)  

Levin and Lassell along with other poets like Paul Monette, Thom Gunn, Mark Doty, Marie 

Howe, Essex Hemphill, and Melvin Dixon have contributed immensely to the subgenre of 

AIDS poetry which deal with the consequences of the AIDS (Pastore 254-55). The other 

literary genres dealing with AIDS include plays, short stories and novels, along with the 

performative and visual art forms like cinema, painting, dance and so on.

  In order to read these poems as a response to the AIDS pandemic, one primarily needs 

-

an outbreak of a disease that occurs over a wide geographic area 

and Pandemic). The World 

(What is a Pandemic?). The most known modern pandemics are the HIV/AIDS pandemic, 

the Flu pandemic of 1968, the Asian Flu (1956-58), and the Spanish Flu of 1918-19 (Miller & 

Miller).

AIDS, one of the most recent modern pandemics, by itself, is not the name of an 

ose 

AIDS (106). It is a permanent condition which occurs in three stag

-

immunodeficiency virus (HIV) as observed by Sontag (107). An individual is said to be 

es. This leads to the second stage 

called ARC - AIDS-related complex -

In the final 
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stage, which is AIDS, the patient is infected by diseases like pneumocystis carinii pneumonia 

Sontag certainly discusses the psychological and social implications of this conduction, she 

merely alludes to its then most prominent risk groups the intravenous drug users, the 

homosexual men, people of colour and even the haemophiliacs. Her text, AIDS and its 

Metaphors, does not truly acknowledge the history of this medical condition and does not 

shed any light on the origin of the term AIDS or its predecessor GRID.

The condition, known as AIDS today, was first discovered in 1979 in the United 

(KS) -brown lesions on 

-

cases of pneumocystis carinii pneumonia (PCP)

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) reported these findings in their Morbidity and Mortality 

Weekly Report (MMWR) in the same month. Furthermore, this CDC report stated that the 

pat

Los Angeles, and San Francisco. These reports gave credence to some of the earliest public 

discourses which associated this health crisis with the sexual identity of the patients thereby 

leading to the proliferation of such discourse in mainstream media like The New York 

Times (89). Also, this condition was thus provisionally named GRID - Gay-related 

Immunodeficiency. However, when other minorities and marginal groups like haemophiliacs, 

heroin addicts and Haitians (and other people of colour) and then subsequently heterosexual 

women and men become infected, this viral condition was officially baptized as AIDS in 

September 1982. It was in May 1983, two years after the health crisis was first identified, 

mired with political inaction and medical negligence as during its early years, in the United 

-19, a 

different yet similar rhetoric has taken shape in the popular imagination.
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The origin of COVID-19, on the one hand, in the public consciousness, has its origin 

WHO has described COVID-

Coronavirus). Furthermore, the WHO has stated that

Most people infected with the COVID-19 virus will experience mild to 

moderate respiratory illness and recover without requiring special 

treatment. Older people, and those with underlying medical problems like 

cardiovascular disease, diabetes, chronic respiratory disease, and cancer are 

more likely to develop serious illness. (Coronavirus).

On the other hand, the on-going story of COVID-19 is already coloured by conspiracies 

general population, or,it believed to be biological weaponry deliberately set free upon the 

globe. These ubiquitous conspiracies and scandals have become through the present 

entirely 

various online forums (Elie, White). A major world leader had termed COVID-19 as 

(Rogers et al, White). Akin to the HIV/AIDS pandemic, there is a sentiment 

of fear and anger accompanied by anxiety of mortality as more than two lakh and thirty-eight 

thousand lives have been lost and over three million have been infected in two hundred and 

fifteen countries as of this writing, as reported by the WHO (Coronavirus). The 

historiography of COVID-19 is still in the making. It is already accompanied by an element 

of an international whodunit with the global superpowers pointing fingers and lawsuits at the 

country of its origin(Rogers et al, White). However, it cannot be debated that the rhetoric of 

xenophobia is already born and flourishing. 

There is already a body of AIDS literature with a set of functions that aimed to defy 

the popular homophobic (and also racist) narrative that was a part of the mainstream 

consciousness, as stated earlier.The earliest major literary works dealing with AIDS were the 

novel Facing It (1984) by Paul Reed and the plays As Is (1985) and The Normal Heart (1985) 
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by Larry Kramer (Pastore 3, 9). The first official report confirming cases of GRID/AIDS had 

come out in 1981. Hence, it took almost three to four years into the pandemic for the first 

major literary works to enter the public consciousness. It is thus probably a little early to 

except literary works dealing with the COVID-19 to be in currency given that the world is 

still in the midst of a lockdown. However, one can learn to imagine a world in the midst and 

possibly after COVID-19, through an analysis of the narratives presented in the selected 

poems.  

each 

dealing a visual aspect of the suffering engendered by the AIDS crisis in the perspective of 

nctions as a third-person narrative of the intern whilst it 

serves an almost disinterested yet profoundly detailed description of the horrors of the reality 

the said medical intern. The very opening lines of the poem establish this aspect of the poem,

He saw a face swollen beyond ugliness

Of one who just a year ago

Was Adonis

Practicing routines of rapture:         

(Levin 424)

The above lines present to the readers, through the intern, an aspect typical of many AIDS 

249). This juxtaposition o

succeeding as well,

A boy who could appear

To dodge the touch of time,

Immortal or immune 
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A patient in a gown,

Almost gone.

(Levin 424)

This is further evidenced by its rhymes ugliness/Adonis, immune/gown/gone which 

position a certain visuality of physical beauty and its terrifying loss, and the glow of youth 

and its metamorphosis into a grotesque figure. Moreover, the presence and perspective of the 

good number of li

either a PWA himself, or is a caretaker of one, or someone who is a part of the gay or AIDS

someone who is still not a doctor or health care worker; he is rather a representative of the 

individuals who are not intimately associated with the disease (249). This is demonstrated in 

the following section of the poem, wherein the poet shatters the inter

readers view by stating,

In the beautiful school of medicine

He read about human suffering,

A long horrible drama

Until the screen of anaesthesia

And penicillin's manna.

(Levin 424)

the past. In the times after radical advancements of modern medicine, that includes 

(Stevenson 249). He considers the hospital as   
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a land of the freely

Estranged from the dead, he meets

That face and fear seizes his body.

(Levin 424)

The intern, now broken away from his former idealism, is painfully transformed into a figure 

brought about by AIDS and its accompanying suffering 

(Stevenson 249). In the concluding section of the poem, the poet increases her scrutiny on 

cycle of having to witness such transformations and eventual 

deaths of the PWAs, corrodes his own innocence and youth. This routine of death makes him 

He shuts his eyes

And in his sleep he sees a gleaming bar,

The shore of pain.

It isn't far.

People live there.

(Levin 425)

The intern is so consumed by the pain and suffering he has witnessed that even his sleep is 

infected by them. The sea of pain that he encounters in his sleep is peopled by those whom he 

sees in the hospital. The intern is, much like the PWA seen in the opening of the poem, fully 

consumed by horrors of AIDS. Similar trends are already evident in the present with the 

COVID-19 pandemic in both the US and India (Madhavan, Wan). Thus, the trauma of both 

AIDS and COVID-19 is not limited to those immediately affected by it, but its effects are 

also witnessed in the case of the health care workers as well. 
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very recently entangled in the routines of intense joy. One can only speculate whether Levin 

is suggesting a pre-AIDS gay life. However, the selection of these words is noteworthy. 

(the) public response to ubiquitous notions 

m

commonplace at the height of the AIDS crisis (Landau 194). She does not levy any charges 

-is. 

He is described on the basis of his sufferings and not on the basis of his sexual identity. This 

functions as a discourse that deals with those immediately affected by AIDS, the person with 

it and the health care practitioner.

dying brother, and his while 

Dantesque , is presented as a baffled yet identifiable figure for the general population. He is 

the one that navigates the narrative of this poem which has twelve stanzas. Each stanza 

represents a unique experience for this heterosexual individual who is suddenly thrust in the 

centre of the AIDS crisis. It is interesting that Lassell has chosen to write the poem in the 

second person, thereby addressing not only the narrator in a confessional and personal 

manner but also making the reader a part of the 

begins with a direct focus on the physical condition of the dying individual,

When the call comes, be calm.

Say to your wife, "My brother is dying. I have to fly to California."

Try not to be too shocked that he already looks like a cadaver.

(Lassell)

a known gay heaven as he 
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(Shilts 15). This places the poem historically in the midst of the 

AIDS epidemic when such phone calls were commonplace. Through the course of the 

poem, readers are informed about the hardships faced 

by the PWAs and the gay community in particular. This is illustrated through the various 

interactions he has with other characters in the poem. This includes the lover, the wife the 

doctor, the border guard, and the funeral director. It is important to note that the titular 

brother dying of AIDS is devoid of personality as he is already likened to a corpse in the 

above lines. This description is not as poetic as it is suggestive of a debilitating aspect of 

AIDS

poem, the dying individual is described as-isin the opening lines of this work as well. The 

poet conflates the primary conflict of his work, AIDS, along with another conflict which is 

immediately revealed through the following lines,

Say to the young man sitting by your brother's side,

"I'm his brother."

Try not to be shocked when the young man says,

"I'm his lover. Thanks for coming."

(Lassell)

the deep 

He is further troubled 

when the lover is seen crying in the hospital cafeteria. He is unable to make sense of their 

relationship and sexuality. Homosexuality is a major taboo for the mainstream society and 

through the course of this poem, Lassell discloses that the siblings were estranged due to the 

(Shilts 15). This is revealed when the unnamed lover tells the 

The narrator wants to makes sense of their identity when he acknowledges that he does not 

"It's just like a wife, 

only the commitment is deeper/because the odds against you are so much 
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greater" (Lassell). T

his genuine desire to understand their relationship, asks his wife

"How could anyone's commitment be deeper than

a husband and wife?" Hear her say,

"Please. I don't want to know the details."

(Lassell)

singular incident. Her reaction is not just homophobia but it is also the inescapable AIDS-

phobia, which was in currency at the height of the AIDS pandemic in the 1980s and early 

1990s (Román 60, Shilts 311, 353). The narrator continues to feel troubled by the actions and 

reactions of various people around the PWAs in the city.

           being

narrator is unable to understand why the health care professional does not display an iota of 

compassion for his dying brother. All he gets 

mere formality devoid of sympathy. In order to save his brother, he drives to Mexico with the 

he is not allowed to carry across to the United States by 

the border guard. It is 

his 

was, in the mid-1980s, considered to be the disease of the outcasts and social pariahs like the 

gay community (Buddhdev). The exercise of trying to get untested medicines is not exclusive 

to the AIDS crisis, as it is being witnessed today during the present pandemic as well.

           

narrator who helps the lover in making the funeral arrangement. He encounters the funeral 

such disregard towards his brother whom he has lost to AIDS is palpable. However, this 

refusal to respectfully bury a person with AIDS is not exclusive to the AIDS pandemic alone. 
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Such instances have already been witnessed in case of COVID-19 in the US and India (Ellis-

. 

concerned with poetry than with 

to witness AIDS as a first-hand experience (Stevenson 

241). The poet, through his unnamed heterosexual narrator, presents a picture of the AIDS 

(gay) 

-like 

narrator navigates the world of AIDS and homosexuals so that the readers can get a glimpse 

           One can deal with the present after one has made sense of the past. By looking back at 

the origin of the AIDS crisis of the 1980s and 1990s in the United States and through a study 

of the chosen poems,

this paper has presented an analogy between the past and 

present pandemics unleashed on modern life. Both poems focus on people with AIDS (PWA) 

and the effect of their suffering on tho the focus is

on the mental health of medical intern. I ,the focus is firmly on the 

urban gay community and also the general population. Depressed health care workers, refusal 

to bury the dead with dignity, fears of contamination exist today as much as they did in the 

past. Discrimination of those associated with the pandemic has been observed in both cases. 

To imagine a world after COVID-19 is the only way the world can move ahead. While no 

vaccine has been found for the HIV till date, there are pathbreaking medicines which have 

arrested the growth of its causal virus (HIV Vaccines). Thus, the present narrative of 

HIV/AIDS has been shaped by these medicines. One can possibly imagine a post-COVID-19 

narrative after a vaccine or medicine has been introduced to the world. And a cooperative 

global race for a vaccine for COVID-19 has already begun.
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